SETUP:  Conference room with 3 mics.  
Water pitcher & glasses. 
Timer.

MUSIC INTRO:  Scherzo (3rd movement) from 5th Symphony, Beethoven


Run for about 3:30 or 4:00, but lower volume after approx2:15. 

This is WUSB - Stony Brook.

(Music swells at ~0:25) 

It’s 1:30pm, Tuesday afternoon, January 22nd.

I’m Bruce Martin, your host for a special Election Day program.


“Election Day”???
Yes, Election Day.


Today IS election day in Brookhaven Town.

(Music swells ~1:05-1:25)
The polls are open until 9pm tonite, 

there are no candidates and there is only issue on the ballot;
Some call this “the most important vote in 50 years”.

TODAY, Brookhaven voters will decide how the Town will be governed from now on.

(Music swells  ~2:05-2:15)
LOWER VOLUME NOW

Until now, Town Council Members have been elected “At Large”,

with all six of them chosen by all voters in the Town.

The question before these same voters today is whether or not to 

create six separate Council Districts.
Regardless of today’s vote, there will still be six Council Members, either way,

but if the voters say yes, then each district would elect its own Council Member 

to represent that district on the Town Board.

Newsday and Suffolk Life editorials take opposite sides on this issue.

So do the politicians in the different political parties.

Lately, in Brookhaven, the mailboxes and telephone lines have been filling up with 

facts, alleged facts, conflicting opinions, and propaganda.

Here are the true facts:

1. Brookhaven is 368 square miles in area.

2. It is the largest of the ten towns in Suffolk County.

3. Its population is nearly as large as a small state:  approaching half a million.

4. Brookhaven is a great place to live!

So much for the facts that we all agree on.

My guests today probably disagree on everything else about the Ward System.

Proponents say:

· +++++++ [Pick 3 or 4 bullets from flyer.]

· +

· +

Opponents say:

· +++++++ [Pick 3 or 4 bullets from flyer.]

· +

· +

We are privileged to have with us here in the WUSB studio

two representatives of these opposing views.  They are:

· Steven Keegan,
former Mayor of Patchogue.

+_________________________________

and

· Donald Garber,
a physicist, and former President of ABCO (Affiliated Brookhaven Civic Organizations).

Today’s joint interview is the first in a new series of Community Affairs programs

to be aired at this time, 1:30pm, Tuesdays, on WUSB.

I’m your host and moderator, Bruce Martin.

(We might call it “Radio Free Tuesday” or “Long Island Liberty”.)

Please email me with any comments or suggestions; it’s:
 liberty@abcdunlimited.com
First, I want to thank each of you for agreeing to come to our studio, on such short notice.

It is indeed a privilege to have such distinguished guests for our first regular show.

Also, we have really “lucked out” by having the kickoff of this new show 

fall right on the day when this important matter is being decided.

Finally, we want to remind our WUSB audience - if you live in Brookhaven Town be sure to vote!  

However, the polls will stay open until 9pm, so don’t leave now.


Listen to what our guests have to say first.


Then, be sure to go out and vote!

Gentlemen, on behalf of WUSB, welcome to our studios and our program.

First, the rules:

The interview will consist of a series of questions.

A coin toss determines who starts; then the order of speaking alternates for each question.

Except for the first question, responses are limited to one minute for each side.

There are no follow-ups or rebuttals 

(but you may take time from your next answer, to clarify a previous answer.)

Following the last question, each side will have two minutes for a concluding statement.
If there is still time, each side will have one extra minute for any final statements or rebuttals.

Please stick to the question topic in your answer, and don’t address each other.
No interruptions will be tolerated –

· I’m armed with this rule enforcer, and

[HONK HONK]
· if the guy in the control room threatens to cut off the mikes and go back to Beethoven  :-)
[[[[ Note to each:  there will be a later questions re taxes and re political parties. ]]]]

1. Altho there are no opening statements, the first question asks you each to state the advantages and disadvantages – as you see them -- of a Ward System for Brookhaven Town. 
An extended time limit of two minutes will be allowed for this question only.  Now for the coin toss.

COIN TOSS

TWO MINUTES EACH

(Promotion:  Get out the vote!)

2. Now, for a question that is uppermost in the minds of many voters:

How will the Ward System affect my taxes?

ONE MINUTE EACH

3. Wasn’t this issue decided already, in the past, by the voters and/or the courts?

ONE MINUTE EACH

4. Some say this is merely a power play between the two big parties, for control of the Town. 

ONE MINUTE EACH

As a side note, aside from the Dems & Reps, other political parties have also taken positions on this issue.
Conservative Party leaders are opposed, the Independence Party is ____.  

The Suffolk County Libertarian Party is also in favor. 

5. With the present system, you vote for six Council Members.
Under the Ward System, you only vote for one.  Any comment?

ONE MINUTE EACH

6. What do the following things have to do with the Ward System?

Overdevelopment.  Strip Malls.  Traffic congestion.


ONE MINUTE EACH

(Promotion:  Get out the vote!)

Concluding remarks:

TWO MINUTES EACH

[IF TIME:  Rebuttals/final comments:]

ONE MINUTE EACH

(Promotion:  Get out the vote!)

****** Get ready with a long PSA to cover transition. **************

