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LOOK FOR REVISED VERSION


	Winslow Homer was a prolific artist.  Records are not available of the number of finished and unfinished works of art he created.   Homer had distinct periods in his art, which had been affected by where he lived. This simplified the search for paper made during his active years as an artist. Old book stores had many books printed during his career The book’s contents were of no value, but the blank front and back fly-leaves were important.  Using paper and paints dating back to specific dates, forgeries were simplified.





Transfer revised ART BAIT to BAIT2 etc.





	To avoid association with having any connection to art forgery, Ancel was the alias used.  Ancel never claimed that the paintings or sketches  were authentic Wiinslow Homer creations.  Ancel strategy was to use the forgeries as a model or inspiration to copy or modify into an oil painting with his, the Ancel, signature. He inevitable tried to sell his own, Ancel, paintings. None of the art and unfinished water color paintings sold by Ancel had a Winslow Homer signature. The initials WH were faint and in a font style used by Homer.  He never offered the water color paintings or sketches he used as models for sale, and Ancel never suggested that the art he was copying from could even remotely be a genuine Homer.  Ancel let the imagination and greed of the buyer assume it was authentic and offer to buy it.  After some persuasion, if the offer was lucrative, Ancel sold the painting.  The more insistent and eager the purchaser was to buy a supposed Winslow Homer, the more profitable it was for Ancel..





	The blank fly-leaf paper from the old  book was transformed by Ancel, the forger, into a typical Winslow Homer water color of his Maine period. Others, Ancel painted in the style of Homer’s Aderondak, Massachusetts, or Caribbean period. Like many artists, Winslow Homer made numerous sketches and unfinished water color paintings before completing a desired painting. Some of Homer’s paintings had his full signature, some only had a WH marking while many unfinished paintings and sketches were unsigned. Ancel made forgeries to comply with Homer’s specific periods.  The water color paintings would become the ‘bait’. The best fishing grounds would be near tourists and art lovers.  Sag Harbor, Greenport, and Mystic, Connecticut were Ancel’s prime areas to sell his art..





	At times, during summer vacation, his cruiser, would be docked in Sag Harbor,. where antique and art shops were bountiful. Tourists meandered through the streets and along the waterfront.   Ancel  would take a blank canvas, oil paints, an easel and an envelope containing pictures to copy from, the ‘bait’. Some Ancel’s models he copied from had the initials WH.  There were some unfinished drawings without signatures.  Ancel would set up the easel and start painting, copying from a water color drawing.  Strollers would stop and watch the painter.  Some remained and watched, others merely glanced and moved on.  A man exhibiting interest in the small water color painting. Ancel used as a model asked,  “Is that water color for sale?”  


	“No.  I’m copying from it,” Ancel muttered. As he continued to paint, he noticed that the man was peering at the initials in the corner of the water color.





	 “I like the scene. Can I look at it closely?  Where did you get it?”





	Ancel handed him the water color.  “At  a yard sale during a cruise last year. I pulled up to a dock for fuel in Ten Pound Island. While getting gas, I saw a yard sale across the street from the dock.  I went over, hoping to see some boating items for sale.”





	“Was that island in Gloucester Harbor, Massachusetts?” 





	“Yes.” Ancel  was now certain that the man knew something about Homer’s life. “The guy at the yard sale was selling his grandmother’s house and its contents.  Before she died, the old lady had accumulated a lot of junk.  She had many old paintings, mostly water colors. I bought some used water color paint sets and some water color paintings.  He threw in some free sketches and unfinished paintings.”





	The potential ‘victim” made an anxious request, “Can I see them?” From the folder Ancel removed a water color of a house on a cranberry bog, and two unfinished water color paintings. .After a long pause, the man asked, “Do you want to sell them?”  





	“No!”	Ancel  growled and kept on painting. 





 	“I’ll give you ten dollars for this house scene, including the unfinished water colors and sketches,”  This was his daring offer.  A few curious onlookers started to look at the paintings.  After a tense silence, with desperate hope, the potential buyer said, “Twenty five dollars for all of them.”


	


	“I’m not selling any of them.  I want to copy from them.  I have some paintings for sale that I made.  Want to see some?”  Ancel wore his happy  hopeful mask. “Why don’t you buy one of my oil paintings. Someday the Ancel name will be famous. They’re better that these washed out water color paintings.”





	“I like the water color  paintings, like the one you are copying, and this house painting.  I want them for my wife.  She’s crazy about water color scenes.  I’ll give you fifty dollars for all of them.”





	“I’ll sell them when I am finished with them,   When I finish copying from this and the house scene, I’ll sell them.  Not before.  Yesterday, I refused to sell them to a man from Manhattan   He offered me much more than you.  I did sell him a small unfinished water color for twenty dollars. He is coming back here in two days to make me an offer. Your wife may not like them. Why not show her my paintings?” Ancel stopped painting and started to put his equipment on his boat. The onlookers started to disperse.  “I’ll be here for two more days before I leave to cruise on Long Island Sound.”  





	“Can I borrow the painting to show my wife?  I’ll leave a deposit and bring it back tomorrow,”  he pleaded,  “How much deposit do you want?”





	“I’ll let you take a pencil sketch the artist made of the scene I am painting.  Leave a twenty dollar deposit. You’ll get it back when you return the sketch.”  Ancel took the man’s twenty dollars and handed him the sketch.  He knew the buyer would be racing to check the age of the paper and possible authenticity of the drawing.  


	


	The next morning, Ancel watched as he ate breakfast from the coffee shop across the road from the docks.  As he expected, the potential buyer had returned early.  After calling from the dock, he boarded the boat and knocked on the cabin door.  Receiving no answer, he peered in the cabin window, then he climbed back on the dock and looked about.  Ancel left the coffee shop by a side door and strolled about Main Street until noon, before returning to his boat.  He knew a determined buyer would still be there, waiting..  





	“Did your wife like the sketch?” Ancel asked as he approached the pacing buyer..





	“Yes. She’d like the water color you’re copying from.. What do you want for it?´ 





	“She ought to look at my oil paintings,  Maybe she’d like one of my oil paintings.  I’m selling my oil painting to a tourist. We bargained, and he agreed to buy my painting for two hundred dollars, if I included the water color I was copying.. I agreed, but I wanted cash.  He’s coming back in a few hours with cash.”





	The buyer’s eyes expressed his hope,  “Did he give you a deposit?


 


	“No!  But I made a deal.”


	 


	With hope evident in his quivering voice, the ‘buyer’ said,  “I’ll give you two-hundred-fifty in cash.  Right now.”.


	


	“Thanks for the offer, but I can’t accept it. He is coming back with cash, and he’ll buy two of my oil paintings, and he’ll make a deal for all the water color paintings and sketches I bought in the yard sale”





	The buyer became very excited. Ancel knew he was firmly hooked when he was asked, “Sell me your oil painting and the water colors.  I’ll give you double for it.”  Then he quickly added an incentive.  ‘What will you take in cash, right now, if I buy your two paintings plus the water colors, and sketches, finished and unfinished.”  





He bought all the art work for six-hundred-forty dollars. It was all the cash he had. 


The next day Ancel cruised to Mystic, Connecticut.  He tied up at the town dock, set up his easel and displayed more bait. 





Art Bait ADDENDUM





	Versatile artists could use many techniques and media in forging works of art.   Ancel found it safer and easier to specialize with water color drawings and renderings of a few known masters.  It was safer to let someone else believe that they had found a genuine art work. Some art critics or experts look forward to being the one to discover or authenticate a lost or rediscovered masterpiece.  Ancel merely displayed his wares.  The buyer purchased what he saw and believed that he made a wonderful acquisition.  





	With a Homer painting in an art catalog as a model,  Ancel would make variations and paint on four to six sheets of paper that had been the fly-leaf of old books.  Mixing a color and using it on multiple drawings was a time saver. Homer had sketched and made many varied drawings of a scene before selecting one as a final painting. Ancel separated the copies into Homer’s known periods.  He did not sell the same scene in the 
